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Dé chay tron nhitng dau khé tdt nguyén ciia cude séng, t0i tim dn nau noi
Cai chét. Viy néu t0i dwoc chon giita Cai chét trong quan quai khé dau va
mét Cai chét don gian, dé dang, tai sao tdi khdng chon céi thir hai kia?
Ciing giong nhu t0i O thé chon chiéc thuyén ma tdi sé 1o lai va toi co thé
chon cin nha, 14 noi tdi sé tri ngu, vdy t0i sé chon mét cai chét dé nir gia
cBi doi ndy chir. Hon bdt cir mét cai ndo khac, trong 16i chét chling ta phadi
nén hanh su theo wdc vong ciia minh...tai sao t0i phdi chiu dung nhitng
dau dén cuc dd cia bénh tdt ... khi tdi ¢6 thé ty gidi thoat minh khéi tat

cd moi sy dau don kho so ay?

Nhitng 161 ghi nhan nay di xuét phat tir triét gia Seneca, thudc phai Khic ky va
cho thiy rang an tir va tro tir chic han khong phai 1a chuyén méi day. Nhu
nhing luan ctr ciing chang co gi 1a thay d6i ca. Ciing bang diy quan niém, nao 1a
quyén tu quyét ca nhan, nao 1a 10ng xot thuong ma Seneca da vién dan, van 1a
trung tim diém cua nhitng ludn cr ing hd an tr ngay nay. Ciing nhu thoi xua,
phong trao pho an tur hién nay, chinh 1a cau tra 161 mang tinh cach chinh tri cua
nhan loai, trude sy hii hung ctua dau khd. Nhitng ngudi ung hd an-tir ding nhimg
nguyén tic ndy dé bénh vuc cho cai dugc goi 1a “quyén dugc chét”. Quan diém
nay ddi nghich véi truyén théng Do Théai Gido — Cong Gido ma trong do dé
ca0 pham gia va su thanh thiéng cin ban cta su sdng con ngudi, tir khi sinh ra
cho dén khi chét theo luat ty nhién. Than hoc luan 1y Cong Gido duogc xay dung
vitng chic trén truyén théng nay. Tuu chung, nhitng truyén thong xung khic nay
(gitra phe chong dbi va nhom tng ho) biéu hién cach dai cwong, su phan chia
trong nhiing cudc tranh cii hién nay vé an tir va tro tr, ma Cha Tran Manh Hung
da néu lén trong cudn sach méi xuét ban: “Phat Trién Nén Vin Hoa Sw Chét:
An Tir va Tre Tir.”[1] Cubn sach nay 1a tai ban cta lun an tién si vé than hoc
luan 1y, n6 cbng hién cho chiing ta mot cai nhin chi tiét vé nhitng khia canh trong
cudc tranh cdi vé an tir, dong thoi nd cling dua ra mot cai nhin tong hop, chinh

xéc va théa dang cho nhimng luan c&r ung ho va chéng lai chu truong an tir.
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Khoa hoc dd thanh cong trong nhitng nd lyc nham kéo
dai sy song va lam giam b6t sy dau dén bang cac
phuong phap tran ap con dau. Diéu dang mo udce 1a trén
coi doi nay dau kho bi triét tiéu va cudc song duoc kéo

dai thém. Nhung khon noi cai gi s€ xay ra khi cudc song

duoc kéo dai tdi da, nhung dau kho lai khong duge giam
di mot chiit may may nao? Chung ta 1am thé nao dé lam thuyén giam con dau cta
mot nguoi dang quin quai dau dén? Co bao gio ching ta nén thuc tir (1am cho
cai chét dén sém) khong? Thay vi phan biét giira phuong tién chiam soc y khoa
thong thudng va ngoai thudng, nhu luan Iy Cong Gido dé xudng, chung ta da bat
dau viéc giai téoa cac xung khic bang viéc thoa thuan cho giét nguoi: néu ban
khong thé loai trir dugce dau kho thi hay triét tiéu ngudi dang dau kho. Cha Hung
khao sat nhiing luan ching pho-an tir ndy, nhung Ngai tim thdy nhitng mau thuan
& ngay trong chinh tim diém cta nhimng luan cir trén. Trong khi doi dugc chét 1a
mot quyén ty quyét, nhung hoan tat 101 yéu cau nay, nghia 1a chAm dut su song
ctia mot nguoi, da dap tit moi dién ta ciia quyén tu quyét kia. Ngai cling trinh bay
su kho xtr, tién thodi ludng nan, cta cac y si khi phai 1am tron 101 yéu ciu cta

bénh nhan mudn duogc chét, trong khi bon phan cta ho 1a duy tri su séng.



ADVANCING THE CULTURE OF DEATH:
EUTHANASIA AND PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE. PETER HUNG MANH TRAN C.Ss.R
“Among the most pressing issues in bio-medical ethics today are Euthanasia and
Physician-assisted suicide. This work provides an analysis of the contemporary
debates and a response from Catholic moral theology. An especially valuable feature
is the clear presentation of the arguments in favor of euthanasia and those against.
The author then engages in a critical evaluation of both sides of the argument. He
concludes with an assessment on the basis of the arguments offered by Catholic
moral theology. There is a careful analysis of the Catholic position that seeks to
distinguish between those aspects which are based on reason and those which
derive from Catholic faith. This approach will be particularly helpful for those engaged
in public debate and who are therefore concemed to develop a reasoned foundation
for their positions. The careful analysis of both sides would make the book appealing
to teaching institutions where a discussion of different points of view is of special
importance. At the same time, thi who are looking for a clear | ion of the
Catholic position will find that described
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Trong khi dua ra nhimng luan ctr chéng d6i an-ttr (tir ngit ma Cha Hung wa sir
dung), Cha Hung phan biét gitra ludn chung dat co sé trén 1y tri va nhitng luan ctr
dit co so trén dirc tin, va Ngai ciing nhan thiy rang, nhimg luin cr khac nhau c6
stc thu hat cac doc gid khac nhau. Thi du, mét luan ctr (nhu thanh Toma da dé
ra) dua trén dinh dé ton giao. “Chi mdt minh Thién Chua, la Béng tao hoa, co
quyén t6i thuong trén su séng va su chét”. Cha Hung biét ring nhitng dinh dé
nhu thé nay, khong thé thuyét phuc dugc nhitng ngudi vé tin ngudng va vi thé,
Ngai tim stc thuyét phuc cta nhitng luan chimg dat co so trén 1y tri. Ngai ding
luat ty nhién, nhu gia tri cta sy song con ngudi, dé bénh vuc cho nhimg nguyén
tic trén. Cha Hung vién din nhig tri thirc gia nhu Edward Schils, ngudi dd nhan
thay su thanh thiéng cta sy séng con ngudi qua nhitng kinh nghiém “tién ton giao
hay siéu hinh hoc ty nhién”. Nha xa hoi hoc nay da dbi chiéu diéu nay véi cam

thire kinh s “dugc dit nén méng ngay trong kinh nghiém vé su séng”. Trong



khi 1ap truong Do Thai Gido — Cong Gido dit trén ca 1y tri 1an dtc tin, Cha Hung
cb ging dung nhitng luan ching dua trén 1y tri ma né khong di nghich lai véi

nhiing 1y chiing dugc dit can ban trén dtrc tin.

Mot trong nhiing khia canh doc dao trong cudn sach cia Cha Hung 1a Ngai dénh
dong mat s6 doc gid rong 16n, bﬁng cich nhan manh dén nhiing diém chung ma
nhimg ngudi cta hai phe tranh cdi déu nhat tri. Ngai cho thiy rd rang ca hai bén
déu danh cho minh 1a biét thwong x6t trong tién trinh luan ¢t ctia ho nhu thé nao.
Ca hai phe déu tim cach bay to 1ong yéu thuong v6i nhitng nguoi dang dau kho.
Tuy nhién, noi ma hai phe chia cach nhau chinh 1a chd ma mdi bén hiéu cach bay
t6 10ng nhan tir thuong x6t ctia minh nhu thé nao. Bay to 1ong thuong xot dbi voi
mot bénh nhan dang dau kho c6 nghia 1 gi? Theo phong trao pho-an tir, sy x6t
thuong tu ban chét c6 tinh cach duy loi,[2] va vi thé trudc sy dau khd ciia mot
nguoi dang phai chiu dung, ho tim moi cach dé 1am giam bot sy dau kho do, cho
du hanh dong nay dong nghia voi viée giét ngudi di nita. Lbi hanh xtr ndy thuong
hoa giai ludn thudng dao 1y cta nhitng viéc 1am dé hong dat dugc diéu mong
mudn. Trai lai, phong trao chong d6i an-tir thdy rang thuong x6t thuc su ¢ nghia
1a séng, vi luan 1y tuyét doi (nhitng nguyén tic) nhu 13: bao-tri su séng 1a mot

diéu thién hao, “gi€t mot nguoi vo td1 bao gio cung la di€u sai trai”.
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Mot diém then chét nira trong cudn sach ciia Cha Hung, 1a khao sat nhiing luan
ctr “dbc trugt”[3] — c6 nghia 1a nhitng luan ctr chi dya trén nhiing gian lugc cua
mot s6 nhitng hanh dong nao d6 — tai mot sd cac qudc gia cho phép thuc hanh
viéc an tir va/hay tro ttr. Cha Hung khao sat trudng hop ndi tiéng cta ba Chabot
& Ha-lan, noi ngudi ta da tai dinh nghia danh tir “dau kho bat kha kham (dau kho
khong thé chiu dung duoc nita)”- tir ngit ndy phai dugc nhét tri dé khi thi hanh
an tir, n6 moi dugc hop phap — va am chi ca nhiing dau kho tam than, thi du nhu
thét vong. Trong truong hop trén, mot tda an da coi sy roi loan tAm than cta ba
ta, nguoi da trai qua mot cugc hon nhan dd bé, hai dira con trai bi chét, 1a da dé
bién minh cho cai chét ctia ba. Co 18 van dé trd nén rdi rim, nhu Cha Hung dién
giai, khi sy viéc c6 dinh liu dén nhirng hanh vi cia mdt viéc an tir khong tu y;
diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a mot cai chét khong c6 sy dong ¥ (do cudng bach). Cai chét
khong dugc tu quyét da gay su cha ¥ cho nhitng ngudi ung ho an tir, boi vi né

doi nghich véi gia tri can ban nhat cia quyén chon lya ctiia con nguoi.
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Cong trinh nghién ctru cia Linh muc Tién si Phéré Tran manh Hung 1a mot ap
dung thiét thuc trong mén than hoc luan Iy Cong Giao va Ngai da cbng hién cho
chung ta mdt cai nhin quan binh, tai duyét nhiing 1y chiing ting ho an tir, duoc
diéu khién bai cai, nhu Ngai goi, 1a chu nghia dao dirc tu do phong khoang — do
1a mot triét 1y, chi chu tam hang dau dén su ty do va quyén han ctia ca nhan. Luan
dé cua Ngai dugc minh dinh va duoc dién td mot cach rat o rang. Nhitng phan
tich tinh té, cAn trong ctia Ngai chiéu doi mot ludng 4anh sang 16n trén nhitng cudc
tranh luan hién nay vé an ttr ciing nhu trén nhimg luin cr ung hd va chdng lai nén

van hoa cua su chét.

Prof. Brian V. Johnstone, C.Ss.R.
Gi4o su Than Hoc Luan Ly
Hoc Vién Than Hoc Luan Ly Alphonsian — Roma.
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Pham B4 Huynh chuyén ngir.

Luwu y: Qay vi nao mudén mua cudn sach ciia Linh Muc Tran Manh Hung bﬁng
tiéng Anh hay tiéng Viét, c6 thé dat mua truc tiép qua internet tai cac nha sach
sau day:

Tiéng Anh

Advancing the Culture of Death Euthanasia Physician-Assisted

Suicide by Peter Hung Manh Tran C.Ss.R. Book Publisher: Mumbai Pauline
Sisters Bombay Society 2011. ISBN: 9788171767441.
http://www.paulineindia.org/advancingthecultureofdeath.html
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[1] . Lm Tran Manh Hung, Phéat Trién Nén
Van Hoa Sy Chét: An Tir va Tro Tir (SAi
Gon: Nha Xuit Ban Phuong Pong, 2015).

[2] . Duy lgi chii nghia: Ly thuyét luan 1y dao dirc do Jeremy Bentham va James
Mill chu truong, cho rang moi hanh vi ¢6 loi ich, nén 1am khi né nham dat duoc
su hanh phuc to 16n cho nhiéu nguoi, noi cach khac viéc lam nao cho nguoi khac
duogc hanh phuc thi viée do phai duge nén lam. (American Heritage Dictionary).
[3]. “Ddc truwgt” 1a mot cach noi, rang mot khi con nguoi trong x4 hoi bat dau
budc theo mot con duong nao d6 thi strc hit s& kéo ho di xa hon nita. Ap dung
vao an tir, cach néi ndy nghia 1a néu ta cho phép thay thudc (hodc cac tac nhan
khac) theo yéu cau ctia cac bénh nhan sap chét ma két lifu mang sdng cta ho, thi
su viéc khong chi dung lai & do. Ta sé€ bi kéo truot dai trén con dudng éy dé dua
vao cd nhiing dién bénh nhan khéac nita nhu: bénh nhan vd6 phuong ctru chira
nhung khong sip chét, bénh nhan ¢ tinh trang thuc vat vinh vién, tré so sinh

khuyét tat, nguoi 1do suy, nguoi thiéu nang tam 1y, v.v.
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